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To Nudge stakeholders to:

create appropriate RWHS, 

suitable to climate and soil conditions, 

with people’s active participation,

 “Catch The Rain, Where it falls, when it falls”

#NotADropFromMyCompound

 “Ghar Ka Paani Ghar Mein; Khet Ka Pani Khet 
Mein;  Gaon Ka Pani Gaon Mein

Funds: MNREGS, AMRUT, CAMPA, Finance 
Commission, state and local funds, DMA, CSR

Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch The Rain







 High impact, low decibel, effective people’s  campaign

 Involvement of PM, VP, CMs, Governors, Ministers, DMs, 
Sarpanchs, NGOs,  Religious organizations, RWAs, People-
youth, men and women.

 46 lakh WHS created/renovated

 Many encroachments removed

 1.79 lakh Traditional WHS revived, 1.17 lakh works ongoing

 15.32 lakh Water bodies enumerated

 2.03 lakh GPs prepared Scientific WC plans

 43k programs for training of over 12.6 lakh farmers

 338 Jal Shakti Kendras setup

 366 Crores  afforestation works

 16.7 lakh Photos and 14.3K videos uploaded to the portal

Catch the Rain: In  a nutshell



The Rationale to 
Catch the Rain
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Supply Side: Water Availability in India
Particulars Quantum

BCM* %

Precipitation received 4000 100

Water Resource Potential 1869 46.7

Utilizable Water Resource 1123 28.1

Surface Water 690 17.2

Ground Water 433 10.8

Ground Water utilisation 245 6.12

Population-2017
Global: 7.6 Billion
India:  1.34 Billion

(17.6%)
Water availability 4%

 Global per capita 
annual availability of 

water:
 Year 1804: 42,370 M3

 Year 2017:   5,575 M3


.....for India: 1400 M3

Rainfall with 
Spatial and Temporal variability



2017- 1400  m3



Sector-wise future water demand
Particulars Water Demand in Billion Cubic Meter

Year 2010 2025 2050

Water Demand from all 
Sectors

710 843
1180

Irrigation 557 611 807

Drinking Water 43 62 111

Industry 37 67 81

Energy 19 33 70

Others 54 70 111

Availability of Utilisable 
Water

1137 1137 1137

Excess/Short fall 427 294 -43
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Demand Side

In India Agriculture accounts for the 
maximum usage of water – 85 to 89%

Drinking Water, Industry etc uses appx  11%

Water Usage Efficiency in agriculture < 35%

Large Water Foot-Print for all products

uses 2-3 times water to produce one unit of food 

crops,  compared to China, Brazil and USA

Tremendous scope and need  for improvement of 
WUE in Agriculture sector



Water Resources challenges 
Dependency on Monsoons for water

>70% of the river annual flows in monsoons 

Around 50% of the rain falls in just 15 days

 These intense rainfall causes flash flooding in 
many areas and with poor storage results in 
droughts later-on (e.g. Kerala floods in 2018)

 The per capita water availability have decreased 
from 1816 m3 in 2001 to 1400 m3 in 2017. 

The live water storage is only 209 m3/capita
 (US-2192 m3; Aus-3223 m3; Canada-25337 m3/capita)





Though 5254 dams with over 253 BCM capacity

constructed, Ground Water added > 80 % of the

increasing Net Irrigated area in the last 40 years

Ground Water

meets 60 % of irrigation, 85% of rural drinking

water, 50% of urban water needs

extraction is more than USA, China put together

NOT REPLENISHING THE WATER DRAWN OUT

We need to Catch the Rain

Water Resources challenges (2)
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THE CAMPAIGN



Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch The Rain -
Campaign Launch  

 Hon’ble Prime Minister

o Launched JSA:CTR campaign on 22nd March, 2021
(World Water Day) by addressing all Sarpanchs,
DMs, government officials via Video Conferencing

o Interacted with 5 Sarpanchs of 5 different states

 Sarpanchs were asked to hold special Gram Sabhas
on “Catch the Rain” theme, water related issues &
administer ‘Jal Shapath’ after the launch event.

 PM wrote letter (dt 24-3-21) to all Sarpanchs for
their involvement and participation in the campaign

 PM wrote letter (dt 25-3-21) to all Chief Ministers
requesting their cooperation for the campaign



Jal Shakti Abhiyan : Catch The Rain -
Campaign Launch on 22-March-21 







Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch The Rain

 A continuation of  Jal Shakti Abhiyan 2019 which

ocovered 1592 Blocks out of total 2836 Blocks

in 256 water stressed  districts

oCNOs, BNOs and TOs visited these blocks        
from 01 July to 30 September 2019

 Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain campaign 
covers ALL Rural blocks & All Urban areas of ALL 
Districts in the country 

o from 22 March- 30 November 2021



Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch The Rain

Main objectives/activities:

1. Harvest  maximum rainwater and save it

2. Enumerate, geo-tag, make inventory of all 
WHS and based on it, prepare a scientific 
plan for water conservation & WHS

3. Set up Jal Shakti Kendras in all districts

4. Intensive afforestation

5. Generate awareness to ensure people’s 
participation – Jal Andolan a Jan Andolan



Ancient practices of Rainwater Harvesting in 
India

Johads in Rajasthan

- One of the oldest system to 
conserve and recharge 
ground water  

- It is a earthen check dam 
that capture and store 
rainwater

- Constructed in an area with 
naturally high elevation

- Sometimes, several Johads
are interconnected through 
deep channels 

Jhalara (Step wells)

- They are typically rectangular 
shaped stepwells wit tiered 
steps

- The stepwells collect 
subterranean seepage from an 
upstream reservoir or a lake 

- The main aim of the Jhalaras
were to ensure easy and 
regular supply of water for 
religious rites, royal 
ceremonies and community 
use. 

Tankaas (storage tanks)

- The traditional rainwater 
harvesting technique is 
indigenous to the Thar desert 
region, Rajasthan 

- It is a cylindrical paved 
underground pit collecting 
water from rooftops, 
courtyards or artificially 
prepared catchments flows 

- Once filled, it can serve a 
family of 5-6 members 
throughout the dry season.



Benefits if we CATCH THE RAIN?
Water stored in these “natural vessels” will

 Improve Soil moisture

 Increase water table

Reduce cost of pumping, saves money, energy

 Increase greenery and vegetation

Better environment- good water bodies-
better aesthetics, better health, better life

Reduce drinking water problems in Summer

Enabling “Tanker Mukth Indian Summers”



Water stored in these “natural vessels” will
 Reduce urban flooding and water logging

 Reduce flood-damages to roads, property
(Urbanisation, Compaction and Concretisation has 
reduced Permeability and increased run-off) 

 Facilitate Crowd Saving, (Opposite to “Crowd 
Sourcing”)

 lead to decentralized storage of water, which is 
environmentally sound, cost effective and done 
with people’s participation

Benefits if we CATCH THE RAIN?





JSA: Catch The Rain 
– Activities



JSA: Catch The Rain –Activities
Making and maintenance of “natural vessels” :

• Roof-top RWHS in all buildings

• Water harvesting pits in all compounds

• New and repairing of old Check dams/ponds

• Removal of encroachments of tanks.

• De-silting of tanks to increase their storage capacity

• Removal of obstructions in the channels which bring
water to them from the catchment areas

• Repairs to traditional step-wells and other RWHS

• Use old bore-wells/unused wells to recharge aquifers

with active participation of people



JSA: Catch The Rain
 Local administration requested to

• Ensure Roof top RWHS in all government buildings

• Identify structures (RTRWHS, check dams, ponds, 
dug wells, step wells) those needing maintenance

• Take up new construction of appropriate water 
harvesting structures

• Take steps for Rejuvenation of rivers and streams

o Rejuvenation of small rivulets to be taken up

• Take steps for revival of wet lands

• Take steps for Removal of encroachments in flood 
plain areas; water bodies and their channels
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District & Block-wise Water bodies GIS Mapping

JSA:CTR –Portal 



 Water - subject is handled by many departments in
sylos- Irrigation -Major, medium, minor; Water
resources; Public Health Engineering, Rural Water
Supply, Municipality, Agriculture, Industries, RD etc

 Technical knowledge on suitable and appropriate
RWHS is not easily available in the ground

 Jal Shakti Kendras, attached to Collectorates, or even
levels below, are proposed in all districts

 JSKs will be a KNOWLEDGE CENTREs for all water
related information in the district and would be one
stop resource centre on water for all Collectors

Setting up of Jal Shakti Kendras (JSKs)



 Will provide

 technical guidance on the construction of RWHS

 all water related information- crops, water saving
irrigation systems, ground table levels in blocks,
rainfall, flood management for public and the
resource centre on water for Collectors

 No funds- it will be with respective departments

 to start with, could be just a mobile phone number
given wide publicity in the district. The phone will
be with a person who knows the information above

 Common Logo of easily identification

Jal Shakti Kendras (JSKs)





JSA:CTR Awareness Generation (1)

 “Jal Shakti Abhiyan-Catch The Rain” Awareness 
Generation Campaign with NYKS 

from 21 December, 2020 in all districts. 

 In the 1st phase of the awareness campaign 
implemented from 21st December 2020 to 31st 
March 2021, Over 2.27 crore people including  
DMs, MCs, Public Representatives  participated

 Second phase is starting from 1 August 2021

DMs requested to co-ordinate/create the buzz

 IEC materials at  -http://nwm.gov.in/catchthe rain



THE LAUNCH of
“JSA II-Catch the 

Rain - Awareness 
generation” 
campaign on       
21  December 2020



ENDORSEMENT FROM SRI VENKAIAH NAIDU, HON VICE PRESIDENT



ENDORSEMENT FROM SRI SR RAVISHANKARJI, SPIRITUAL LEADER



ENDORSEMENT FROM SRI SONAM WANGCHUCK, INNOVATOR, REFORMER



Review with DMs for Catch the Rain 
Campaign

Meetings with DMs of States Date

Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 14.07.2021

Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Delhi 04.08.2021.

Punjab, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Haryana 17.08.2021.

Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Puducherry & Lakshadweep, Rajasthan, 
Telangana, Jammu & Kashmir, Goa, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu

07.09.2021.

Manipur, Meghalya, Arunachal, Sikkim, Mizoram, A&N, Nagaland, Ladakh and Chandigarh 13.10.2021.

Bihar, West Bengal, Orissa, Jharkhand and Tripura 23.11.2021.



Review of HMJS with DMs of UP and UK on 14-07-2021
Minister for Jal Shakti, Govt of UP also present 



Meeting with officials and NGOs 
of Hyderabad on 3-July-2021 



Renovated Bavi at Kondapur, Hyderabad

Rain Water Project 
with
Blue Hyderabad 
part of 
Catch The Rain 
campaign



Some other interventions

Rain Water Project 
with
Blue Hyderabad 
part of 
Catch The Rain 
campaign



RWHS pits and Rain Garden at VasantKunj B9-10 by RWA, FORCE and PTCFS



Some other interventions

“Say Earth Foundation” with 
Municipal Commissioner , 
Ghaziabad



Waste land to Water body at 
Ghazipur, UP

“Say Earth Foundation” with 
Municipal Commissioner , 
Ghaziabad



Meeting  of HE Governor of Telangana/ Puduchery
with Vice Chancellors and officials of Red cross Hyderabad 

on 9-July-2021 



Meeting with officials and NGOs of 
Bengaluru on 10-July-2021 



“Catch The Rain-Dialogues with District Magistrates ” program 
every Saturdays since  8 August 2020

AB TAK SAATH(30)





NWM and UNDP Awards  for 41 Women Water  Champions-–
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Feed back from the field







Trying  for “Tanker Mukth Bharat Summers”
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Thank you


